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 A New Season


The Year of the Tiger
[image: ]At long last, the outdoor season is upon us. We begin with an afternoon  drive on Saturday, 30th April. After two years of Covid and now fuel and food shortages, we could use a little cheer.  2022 happens to be the Chinese year of the Tiger. The Tiger is seen as a courageous creature and augers well for those bold enough to take risks and accept challenges; perhaps by entering the various Pinner Bowls or H & D matches, leagues and competitions. 
Mind you, if you were born in a previous Tiger year – which occur every 12 years – 2022 is forecast to be unlucky. But there is a solution. Believe it or not this is to wear red socks and underwear! And one assumes, other accessories such as braces.
Rather serendipitously, it was decided at the recent AGM that this season, we are allowed to sport mufti uniform for roll-ups and the like so we can perhaps expect a colourful display on the green.

[image: ]This year is also the Royal Jubilee and we will be celebrating the Queen’s ascension to the throne - 1952 officially, although the coronation did not take place until 1953.
We hope to have a Jubilee drive Saturday, 4th  June.

We also have a good array of matches ranging from informal roll-ups to inter club friendlies; and of course the various internal and Harrow and District competitions.
There are for example thirty-odd home and away friendlies against other local clubs. Put your name down and you stand a very good chance of being selected. I especially enjoy these games as you get to socialise with some very nice people. 
 There are also at least a dozen games for each player in the Vets and Bidgood leagues. Also very enjoyable for different reasons as these games tend to have a competitive edge and a bit of banter. Incidentally, although originally a male only league, ladies may now play.
Then there are several singles, pairs and rinks knock-outs in H & D or Pinner.
And of course, various ad hoc competitions and drives within club.. All of which, by the way, take considerable effort to run; a quick thanks to the various organisers and helpers. 
I estimate that if one really tried, you could play at least 3 or 4 times a week, not counting roll-ups and practice. Not bad value for the subs.
As well as the above, Bob and Molly are hoping to organise regular Monday afternoon semi-coaching/roll-up sessions this year.  The format is to be finalised, but it could be something along the lines of 12 ends, with rotating skips & leads every four ends. To be followed by coaching for those who want; freeform for others.
More general roll-ups are left to individual members to organise, perhaps via the on-line WhatsApp organized via Hon Sec David R.   Call 07823477192 for info.
Enjoy your bowls.

Annual General Meeting: Sunday 6th February
You will all have seen the full minutes issued by The Hon Sec, but here are a few points. The President opened by calling called for a minutes silence in memory of previous members:
Mrs Joan Etherden
Miss Mary Bennett
Mr Bryan Taylor
Mrs Sue Jones
Mr Trevor Thomas

They will be missed. Rest in Peace, all.

The attendance this year was a little on the light side, probably due to Covid actual or avoiding. Twenty-five members are recorded as attending. Apologies received from five members.

The following officers were elected for the next 12 months.
President		Colin Jones
Vice P		Bob Webster
Captain		Bob Spencer
Vice C		Anthony Muzlish  *
Match Sec		Gary Welch *
Social Sec		Rob Atack *
Gen Sec		David Rumsey
Treasurer		John Brooke

General Committee posts are:
Marketing			Mike Jones *
Green Ranger		Richard Segalov *
Maintenance		John Crossbie
Catering			Joint: Molly Spencer and Irene Wiggins

* Other duties include:
	Web Master			Anthony Muzlish
	H & D Veterans league	Gary Walsh
	Bidgood A 			Richard Segalov
	Bidgood B			Rob Atack
	Lockers/keys			Mike Jones

Finances: Due to increased green and ground maintenance fees and other expenses, the club is running a deficit of approximately £1,500 a year. To compensate for this, it was decided to increase the subscriptions by approximately £20 a year. More information later in this Bowls Magazine.

Dress Code: There has been some relaxation of the dress code for informal play. 
After discussion, it was decided that “smart causal” would be the order of the day, although there was some difficulty in attempting to define smart casual. It was thought that the sort of dress worn by golfers might be appropriate, although one member wondered if excessive tartan, as seen on many links, could be a tad over the top. In the meantime, the usual grey and white combo with blue blazer and tie will remain de rigor  for matches and competitions. This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

The constitution will be amended in due course.



Ground Maintenance    David R, our Hon Secretary has given an update on the state of the grounds.

“GOUND MAINTENACE
 
The good news.
[image: ]Richard Segalov and Anthony Muzlish continue to clear over grown vegetation from around the pavilion and bowling green.
The upkeep of the premises and grounds is now the responsibility of the members of Pinner Bowling Club and both Richard and Anthony have made excellent progress, which will make regular attention much easier next season.


The bad news.
We need more white sacks for the disposal of grass, bush and hedge cuttings.
Richard has exhausted his supply of white sacks and would find it helpful if members could assist with providing white sacks identical to those supplied to members residing in the London Borough of Hillingdon. If you can provide a white sack I will collect.
 You will see from the snap below that Athony with PPE is clearing the way for a new fox fence.   (Also note the reduced hedge heights – Ed).
[image: ]The season might have come to an end but work continues for all to enjoy next year’s bowling. 
FLOWER BEDS  In an earlier email you were invited to adopt a length of 'flower bed' .
Sue Webster provides the plants for the tubs by the pavilion entrance and attends to their every need to look attractive. But there are still flower beds available for adoption, the rose bushes around the green have been donated by members and await adoption. Please adopt a length of flower bed.  
 Please email or text me if you would like a white sack collected.      David Rumsey


The New Fox Fence

If you have not visited the clubhouse for a little while, you may be surprised to see the new high security arrangements. An electric fence, no less!
[image: ]Please do not be unduly alarmed; the fence is not to keep you trapped until you pay your match fees, but to discourage Brer Fox and his family. 
Anthony with much help from Richard S, Rob A. and others have spent a lot of time planning and installing the new fence, and touch wood, it seems to be working. We have not so far had any of the massive fox holes we were getting last season.
The fence is shown here in its interim stage were stepping over it was rather like reverse limbo dancing with shocking results for failure. 

I am pleased to report that we now have a proper gate and lights showing when the power is live.


It all looks a bit complicated, but Anthony has produced a clear and comprehensive guide to what’s what. A precis follows. (I have had to minimize some of the original high def. the pics to save memory for e-mail limitations).
Anthony writes: 

“Fox Fence Operation
Note The power supply is in the kitchen, as before and SHALL NOT be turned off except in an emergency.

Access to the ground is via a ‘gate’ across the tarmac entrance.  This ‘gate’ consists of 8 wires with spring loaded handles at each end.

[image: ]Once the power supply to the fence is switched off, by turning the switch anticlockwise from 1 (10 o’clock) to 0 (6 o’clock), the indicator light unit just to the right of the switch will stop flashing and the wires need to be removed one by one, using the handles at each end of each wire and hung on the goalpost crossbar to the left of the gate.


[image: ]
This should be done in sequence from top to bottom and hung from right to left, to avoid any trip hazard and tangling of the wires.  You will note there are 2 green wires with green handles which should be used for the earth rings – bottom and 1 down from the top.



[image: ]Turning the fence back on is simply the reverse series of operations.
There are currently 2 bed/hedge single spring-loaded handle access ‘gates’ at the bottom end of the ground and 1 on the pond side, each with 8 wires for hedge and flower bed maintenance access.  These wires only need to be unhooked at the handle end. Failure to re-hook them after use will render some fence sections non-operational and expose the playing surface to fox activity.


Anthony Muzlish   Vice-captain, fox fence designer, procurer and installer

Benches

[image: ] The problem with starting a minor repair, is as all DIY folk know, is that it always leads to more and greater tasks being uncovered. Thus it was with the fox fences!
To fit the fences in, most of the benches had to be moved. And of course, they were found to be on their last legs; at least two need replacing; probably more. The problem is of course cost and man power. A park quality bench costs north of £650 each. Cheaper ones can be purchased, but the really economic ones costing circa £100 would probably not last a year. The committee are looking at the options.

Membership
Recent years have seen a fall in our membership; we are down to 60 “bowlers” plus 17 “social” members. Final figures not yet available for this year; although at the time of writing, only a bare 38 playing members have renewed. (Plus several potential new players).


The bar chart shows anomalies over the last two or three years. 2020 was of course Covid lock-down and with no bowling, some members declined to renew. 
The next year, 2021,  saw a slight surge, perhaps because of  “freedom from lock-down exhilaration”, but more I suspect due to our new web page. But then along came super-infectious Covid Omicron B2. 
The blue linear trend line  indicates that we are losing 4 or 5 bowlers a year. Whatever the real “bowlers” figure, we are in danger of dipping into a terminal decline. We could hit less than 20 players by the end of the decade; this is surely very close to being unviable.
Pinner are not alone in the membership decline.  The Bowls England web page suggests that even prior to the virus, they had lost 10% of their bowls clubs over 5 years. 
Several local clubs have had to shut down including Kodak, Northolt, Kenton,  Swakeleys, Roxeth and Culver. And several of the remaining clubs are anecdotally in trouble. 
Herga, the big indoor Harrow club has lost almost half its members over the last few years – 700 or so down to 210!

As well as falling membership, we are not currently paying our way. Without going into detail, all of the following are increasing.
· Ground rent and rates etc.
· Green maintenance (now private contractors)
· General maintenance e.g. recent roller door fix.
· Hedge cutting and clipping disposal 
· New fox fence
· New benches
· Possible toilet refurbishment

Exact figures are available in Hon Treasurers report, but we are running an approximate deficit of £1,500 a year. (And this takes into account the government Covid grants).

Stating the obvious, we need more members and more money.

To this end, we will be having a membership drive this year. Details will follow as and when, but broadly:

· We have a new web page ably edited by Anthony Muzlish. The URL and e-mail address will be displayed on any marketing information.  A web page is an important point of contact for any members of the public searching for local bowls clubs. 
The URL is www.pinnerbowlingclub.co.uk. 

The e-mail is pinnerbc@gmail.com

· Articles in local press/associations. Molly S has already had a general article published in the Villager, the Pinner Association magazine, last summer, which although not specifically about Pinner Bowls, gives us a good mention. (Molly also heroically cleaned the rather grubby notice board outside our club).

[image: ]Before

[image: ]       After

· President Rob Atack then submitted an article via our Pinner Association contact Ed Badke extolling the virtues of Pinner Bowls. Very good and I recommend that you try to read it in the latest issue of the Villager magazine. 

[image: ]

It included this picture which we hope shows the general conviviality at Pinner Bowls. Picture is, I think, courtesy of Jessie; it was taken by a Nikon camera.
(Incidentally, the same snap is to be used on our flyers).

· It is hoped to get similar articles in other local mags; perhaps Pinner News when we have an appropriate event to publicize

· Open Days. We have scheduled two open days to coincide with the Pinner Association Big Bands Sundays. The provisional dates are: Sunday 14th August & Sunday 21st August. They will be low key affairs with posters offering Concert Goers a chance to throw a few woods and perhaps sign-up for follow-up. We hope to have a few flyers in the Pinner Association tent. At the same time, we will probably have an organized roll-up for members.

· Roxeth School  are looking to build links with local sports clubs. Our new President, Colin Jones is meeting with their PE head.


Catch Up
This magazine has not been published since last September (2021).  Here are a couple of catch-up articles.

Item 1: Richard Segalov, the Captain of Pinner Bidgood A team writes:

“    Bidgood A Report

Despite the club’s success in other competitions, our performance in the Bidgood League First Division did not go so well. Sadly, we failed to win even one match and consequently have been relegated to Division Two. 

I think the reason is simple, with all our other club commitments this particular competition did not gain the support of members to the same extent. 
I believe the league was originally set up for people in work, who were not available to play competitively during the day. 
On the whole this is not our situation and so we were not able to put out our strongest team and sometimes even struggled to find enough players to honour the fixture (6).

A view will need to be taken regarding next season, but for anyone thinking of playing in the Bidgood, there are few greater pleasures than socialising with a drink, on a warm summer's evening, watching the sun go down, after a friendly bowls match - win or lose.

Richard

Item 2:  Our new President, Colin Jones represents Middlesex in a recent Match

MIDDLESEX INDOOR BOWLING ASSOCIATION: 50th ANNIVERSARY

Middlesex IBA, founded in 1970/71 played a delayed 50th Anniversary Celebration Match against the English IBA at Globelands IBC on 2nd February this year.
The English IBA brought people from as far away as Shropshire, Worcester and the Isle of Wight, in addition to most of the home counties.
Colin J was invited to play as one of the skips in an 8-rink contest. Middlesex won by 34 aggregate shots and by 5 rinks to 3. Colin’s team contributed an 18 to 12 win.
The skips were presented with a commemorative badge by the EIBA and all players received mementoes from Middlesex IBA.

It is great that Pinner Bowling Club is being represented at such a high level both indoors and out thus raining the Club’s standing throughout the bowls world.

PS. Gary Welch, our fixtures secretary,  has represented the County recently in the inter-county Home County Cup, last won by Middlesex in the 2018/9 season.

Well done to both Colin and Gary.

Horse Racing Night 22nd April at United Services    You will all know by now that the horse race night had to be cancelled.  We were limited to just 40 people because of Covid restrictions and when some had to cancel because of actual Covid and other causes, the event became unviable (we still have to pay for room hire).
Rob A and his team are hoping to rearrange the event for later in the season.

Some Odd Facts. 

Not strictly related to Pinner Bowls, but may be of interest.


1: Curling;  A Shared History.
I’ve recently been watching the Curling. You know, that strange game where Britain is represented by teams of Scotsmen and Scots women. When the ladies won the Olympic gold, the were hailed as Team GB. When the men “merely” took the silver medal, they were referred to as the “Scottish Team”. 
Although the origins of both Curling and Bowls are lost in the mists of time, the flat bowls game beloved of English Southerners  seems to have come from North of the Border!
I’ve long been vaguely aware that the modern rules for flat green bowls were first formulated in Scotland;  a bit earlier than I thought being in 1864 by a Glaswegian cotton merchant, William Mitchell. But it seems he based them on the Curling rules.
Points of similarity are:
· Although singles and doubles are played in both, the classic version of the game is teams of 4.
· The projectiles are named after the material used; i.e. STONES or WOODS
· Two per player who play in strict turn.
· They play in “rinks”,  a mediaeval term originally for jousting lanes; the dimensions are remarkably similar in bowls and curling.
· The stones/woods travel in a curve. 
· They both play “wicks”. (Incidentally, “wick” comes from the Norse root and meant to force a curve as in bending willow twigs for “wicker work”).
· The leads tend to bowl short albeit intentionally in Curling (“guards”)
· The Skips usually have to perform heroic rescue acts – or so they tell me.
· The skips shout a lot.

2: Another Odd Fact
WG Grace, the famous cricketer, also excelled at other sports. In particular he represented England at BOWLS. Not only that, but he was also the National Champion at the 440 yards hurdle.
With those two sports under his belt, he would have been a natural for Pinner Bowling Club with the new Fox Fence.



[image: ]
Fashion Page:  In the spirit of the new mufti-code for roll-ups, I have been to M & S men’s sections for a new outfit.









And Finally
Back in the late 70’s I recollect  us getting our first in-house electronic mail system at work. 
“Finally” the cry went up, “we now have the paperless office”!
Well, chance would have been a fine thing. Our paperwork snowballed as the whole world was copied into everything and everyone took printouts. My boss (in the adjacent office) used to demand that I also sent him prints  of all the e-mails I sent him; and asked his secretary to hard copy all his own outgoing missives!
But at last, we are just getting a glimmer.
Almost all of Pinner members are now on e-mail and we have an efficient distribution system for information. The hon, sec regularly broadcasts anything relevant.
We also have a very good web page that Anthony M keeps up to date with general information and the latest results. Harrow and District have a similar page for their results and fixtures. Bowls England have a comprehensive web page with all sorts of vital information.
There seems little point, therefore, in issuing this Bowls Magazine as frequently. So after 38 issues since the original hard copy only mags May 2014,  I am ceasing regular publication. The odd special issue may be produced as and when there is anything important to broadcast.

Hope you have all enjoyed the mag. Regards
End        Mike Jones                                                                michael.k.jones@btinternet.com
                           Pinner Membership with Linear Forecast Lines


Bowlers	
2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	80	87	82	73	63	48	60	38	Social	
2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	20	15	15	16	19	12	17	12	Column1	
2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	2026	2027	2028	Year


Memebers
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